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THE UNTRIED GOVERNESS, |

A Step-Daughter's Experience.

COXCLUDRD.
ENTLY, Noddy. People don't
like to see much of this sort of
thing in any but the rich."

“Then people are wrong, and must be
shown s0. But what T want to say is this :
if you have lost all your money, you - may
haye expenses to meet, and one thing and
another that may harass you, and prevent
your beginning clear.””

My, Frank nodded. “ Quite s0,' he said,
and shook his head gravely.

“Well, would you mind—that is, if I
lent you twenty pounds of my property,
would you be certain sure to pay it back to
me again somewhere? I can't spare more
very well, as 1 want ten pounds of it to get
mysolf ready for the situntion I am looking
for. But I thought it might come in
handy."

*‘Just so," said Mr. Frank, and shook
his head again gravely ; * there's no doubt
ubout it,”

“You see, 1 should not have proposed it,
but I should charge you intevest and that
would do away with all obligation,"

* Entirely," Mr. Frank coincided ; * that
would be a regular commerciul transaction.
And the interest would be "

“Three per ¢ont.—the samo as the bank
gives."

“And you would require my note of
hand for the amount ?"'

“No,"" said Noddy, laughing at the idea
as absurd ; ““T ean trust you for that."

“What! for nearly all your property i

“Yes; beenuse it would not ruin me if 1
lost it."”

“Well, I will take your mouney, Noddy—
it will be very ncooptable-—and I won't
cheat you."

“No," snid Noddy ; ““I hope you won't,
for I look upon it as sufo as the bunk."”

Mr. Frank laughod,

Bo it was settled that Noddy should draw
her money from the bank on the following
day.

*You ure o good little friend, Noddy,"
Mr. Frank said, as they *walked home,

“No," Noddy said; “I lope I should
Liave done as much for any one,”

Noddy meant to tell the truth, Muay be
she “hoped”’ she would ; but [ am not at all
certain she would. However, she had nev-
or bafore felt so rich as at the prospect of
helping Mr. Frank. Her twenty pounds
ssemed to hor quite a largs property, and
she almost jumped to the conclusion that it
would go a good way towards muking n
prosperous man of Mr, Geogagan again,

&6

Mrs. Muciller and Julla returned from the |

plenic party rathor bored. It was “awiully
slow," Julin decided ; and “so many stuck-
up girls thut it was quite horrid,”

Mr. Geogagan spent the ovening liston
ing to Julin's music with as much apparent
appreciation and interest as though he had
not beon unsneeessful in his attempt to
rafse the loan he wished from Mr, Bhaving.

One day passed—two days—three dunys,
with Kttle worthy of remark. Thon Mps.
Muciller, becoming impationt at receiving
no replies to the advertisemoent respecting
Norah Cray, mado s call on Mrs, Bharing
who impurted the bit of news sho had beon

| burning to tell, but yet treasured up for her l aftections ; but I must say yiou
last communication—namely, that on the | right to promulgate a report thnt

most reliable authority her Indian nephew

[ had actually attempted to raise a loan on
{ his prospects of marriage with Miss Mucil-
i ler,

“Quite absurd, you know," suid Mrs.

have mno
, in my

I opinion, is injurious to my daughter's pros-
| was not worth a dozen rupees ; and that he | pects,”

“I have paid your danghter no more at-
tention than ordindry courtesy to a relutive
wonld dictate. As to an
have not thought it neccessury to make a

[ very identical thing turns np in our own
| little print. 1'll read it :—

II “AWaANTED, A GovEnNEss — The adver-
| tiser wiklies to obtain instruetion for o ehild
[ turned eight years old.  English only re-
[ quired. —~ Address W., Pinewood, Lynd-
| st Haots.® ™

engigement, 1|

**Just what you winnt,—no accomplish-

; h T4 ‘ . i ments whatever, mtioned ; so write di-
SBharing ; ““but it just shows what he is | reference to you on the subject, Mrs, Mu- | ™° nts Whatever, mentioned ; so

| worth."
| *““But Iknow he hag money,” Mre, Mu.
| ciller profested indignantly, I am certain
jof it. That Reclamation Company is a
| wonderfully good thing, and 1 know his
| money isin that. 1 liave made every in.
[ quiry,™

“IExactly. Dutthat is the very reason.
The Anglo-Wuddy Company has gone to
lcmin: ruin. My liusband says the shares
| are not worth a sixpence,'

This was a great blow for Mrs, Muoiller, |

| especially rememboring that she had only

| port of Julin's engagement to this adven-
{ turer,  The one little bit of comfort she
| had remaining was, that Mr. Geogagan had
| been ns much deceived in thinking . Julia
.| had expectations as she had been with him.
But that did not mend the matter, which
presented itsell” to her mind in the light of
o most atrocious take-in, and she said so.

“Well, but,’ said Mrs, Sharing, ‘*the
Company was prospering when he left In-
din, and there is no reason to suppose he
has been guilty of intentional deception.”

“What has that to do with it? How
does that make any reparation for the in-
Jury it has caused to my duughter's pros-
pects?  Everybody knows of the engage-
ment, and people will talk, 0, how they
will talk ! Itis abominable! It will be
most prejudicial to Julin to break it of
now ; but it muse be done at any cost,—
And n most fortunate eseape it will be, ™

Mrs. Muciller returned to tea at Braith-
field Villa, outwardly calm and cool, but as
may be imagined, in not the most placid se-
renity of mind. She made not the slight-
est alteration in her behavior to Mr. Geoga-
gan, who appeared in very fair spirits, and
entirely unsuspicious of the coming storm,

Mrs. Muciller was & woman of quick ac-
tion ; a course once resolved on with lher
was put into execution immediately. When
tea was finished she blandly requested Nod-
dy and Julia to leave the room. IHer man-
ner of doing this was ko marked that had
Mr. Frank vot been deaply interested in n
book he was reading on ihe sofa, he might
bave had lis suspicions aronsed.

When they were alpne Mes, Muciller com-
menced : “Mr. Geogagan, will dome the fu-
vor to pay attention to a few words I have
to say '

“Lamall attention,” said Mr. rauk,
dropping his book and drawing himgelf
comfortably on the sofa-cushion.

* When you invited yourself as my guest
I had not thoe slightest idea that you would
place me in o false position,”

“Nor 1," sald My, Frank resignedly, his
hands lunguidly ovossed, with the air of a
martyr.

“I had no idea that you would avail your-
self of my hospitality to betray the coufi-
dence naturally reposed in a visitor,”

Mrs. Muciller pansed expecting an an-
swer; but Mr, Frank was silent.

“Or," she continued, ** 1 should not have
extended towards you that hospitality,—
You will exouse my being plain, but it is
| my duty to b so,”

Mz, ¥rank extended his hands and bent
his head, as deprecating such an apology,

“Youwr conduct towards my duughter
Julin bns Leen most heartily cruel.”

“ Excuse me," said Mr. Frank,

“Pardon me; T don't wish to be inter-
rupted.  Most heartlossl y eruel. You havo
paid her marked attentions at homo and
abroad, and have given currency to a most
undesirable report that you were engaged
to her, without any refevence whatever, to
my wishes and feelings. T do not, of course
pretend to know the extent to which you
have influeneed her mind, or the, hold yon
may have suceceded in obtaining over hor

ciller, not having had the slightest notion of

such a thing, until [ heard the report you |

allude to, which certainly did not orignate
from me. "

*“It is most singular how such n report
could have obtained enrrency had you giv-
€n no occasion for it," said Mrs. Muciller.

“There I agree with you: and signifi-
eant also, " said My, Frank,

* And significant also, Had your atten-
Ltions to Julia Leen restricted to home cour-
tesies, it might have been less so. But

{ when you scek, on strengih of such a ve-
| herself to Llame for promulgating the ro-

port, previously disseminated by you, to
use your rumored engagement as the secu-
rity on which to borrow money, it becomes
still more than significant ; it bocomes con-
clusive of something that is detestably dis-
graceful,”

Mys, Muciller paused, wishing for an au-
swer to a shot that ecombined truth and
falselhiood so deftly that she kuew it would
tell ; but there was only one answer Mr.
Frank could have given at the moment. If
it had been & man who hud stung him like
this, Mr. Frank would have knocked him
down ; but as it was a lady, he was silont,

“Inentering my household,” she pro-
ceeded, ““ you led me tacitly to understand
that you were at least in as prosperons a
position as Ihad reason to believe youwere
some years ago. It is useless to say you did
not actually state this in so many words ;
you led me to believe it, and took no pains
to dissipate such a belief, Buch conduct I
can only characterize as the basest duplicity.
You then sought, by the cunning artitice of
@ hinted engagement with my daughter, to
mortgage her expectations ns well ds to in-
Jure her prospects, Such proceedings 1 can
only stigmatize as contemptible and syste-
matic villinny. Your future course whilst
you remain in my house—"'

But Frank just walked futo the Liall, took
his hat, and seribbling o pencilled address
on an envelope, gave it to the servant for
Miss Cray, and walked out, leaving hislug-
goage and personal effects to be sent after
himy

The note contained only an acknowledg-
ment of the sum of twenty pounds borrow-
ed from Norah.

Peopledid talk; and the bitterness of it
to Mrs, Muciller was thatit was all her own
doing,  Iowever, she wis equalto the oo-
easion.  Bhe had made one attempt to ring
Julin out at eighteen with indifforent suc-
coss,  As nshop-keeper, whose goods have
been exposed in lis window for a fow
weeks, and  lLeeome a trifle sofled, will re-
move them to the back of his shop, that
they may come out fresh again by and by,
50 Mrs, Muciller, whose dunghiter had be
come w trifle tly-blown by the exposure, re-
solved to send Julia to rance to finish her
education for the second time, to come oui
fresh at eightoen in anuther twelvemonth.
It took a few weeks to complete the neces
sy armangements for Julia's departiure,
during which time Mrs. Mueiller's attention
was distracted from Noddy’s affairs, The
only santiment of emotion at the contro-lompn
exhibited by Julin consisted in u renewed
expression, in song, of something like ye-
gret that the “two leaves were parted in
the stream ;" but as to any feeling of emo-
tion, she probably had about as much as
the ““other leaf,” that “flonted forward all
alone." .

Towards the olose of September, very
fow days after Miss Julin had hocome a PN~
slonnaire of & Pavisian establishment, My,
Muciller pounced upon an advertisement in
the local paper.

YAt last ! she exclaimed to Noddy ;
“here is the very thing for yon, It sesms
like a providence. Hero have we boen try-
ing the London papors for weoks, and the

[ rectly.”

| "“Yes" said Noddy, T will. 1 like the

[ look of that advertisement. Thers is not

| too much said, and not too much required.’

: Noddy wrote three or four notes before
she could munage one to suit the con-
cisenass of the advertisement. The

| she gent was this :—

“To W.

one

September 20, 18—
“1 think T am competent to undertake
the situation, Nora Cnray.”
| Return of post brought the following re-
| ) L1

Septomber 20, 18—.

**To Miss Nora Cray.

“If Miss Cray is of that opinion, she is
requested to be at Lyndliurst Station at
7.15 r. M., to-mormrow., Carringe will be
sent, it

f
| “P. M. 9" Mrs. Muciller remarked. “ Not
a very suitable time to engage a governess.
However, this is not my affuir.”’

Noddy was #o really anxious to secure a
situation for which she thought herself
qualitied, that she would have gone had it
been M, M., —twelve o'clock at midnight.”

“You will not make any frivolous ob-
jeotions abont aceepting this situation,”
Mrs. Muciller said.  “The family whoever
they are seem evidently disposed to engnge
you, and you will understand I have no
fiurther vecasion for your services with me.
Sliould you be engaged at once, I do not
even see that it would be needful for you
to return,  You forgot yoursell more than
once in your demeanor to a visitor of mine ;
it is not my wish you should have another
opportunity of making a similar mistake.
If you return at all, it will be your own
fault ; and if you suffer for it, it will be a
consequence of your own folly."

“Twill really try,” returned Noddy;
“for indeed, Tam in earnest for employ-
ment,  But you will nof be angry if I re-
turn unsuccessfully ¥ You wonld not tum
me away

“If you refurn I do not think T ecould
turn you away. People might talk, 1
should not turn you out of doors; bhut if,
aftor once showing you a separate path
from my own, and you raefuse ib, there
should be nway I have not yet tried to
make you feel my resentment, 1 will try
to find that way, Until yon had the pros-

pect of a situation, 1 have restyvained mysolf
[ because to exhibit my feeling would he
useless and purposeless,  Now, let me tell
| you that 1 know something of your deceit
| and treachery.  Thanks to your poisoning
Mr. Geogagan's mind against my danghter
Julia, he leftin the sudden and disgrracetul
manner he did.
innocence,

You wero walking with him
the day he woent to the pienie, and your

“T assure you it was not so.
said a word to—""

“ You own you walked with Iiim, then "

“T did,"" said Noddy, quietly ; * but—"'
*=40, you did ! Vastly fine! You did!
Mrs, Muciller's uppor-servant and parlor
maid walked out for an aiving wills Mys,
Mucillor’s gnest | Tudeed, Qat I'* and Mys.
Muciller bent herself forward, the botter to
project her indignation.

I never

“Teave the room
without a word, or I may forget my own
interest, and, ones out of the louse, may
be fool enough to forbid your return, even
tosuch a reception as I can give yom.
Go "

Noddy was too angry to ery. Bhe wont.
Mrs, Muoiller's words were too nnjust to
stab. Noone knew theiv! injustice Letter
than Noddy, The one bit of truth that she
had taken a walle with Mr. Geogagan, she
wos not ashamod of, Mrs. Mueiller's dedne-
tion from it, about iL's heing the means of
breaking off Julia's expected mateh, need-

lies have brought all this disevace about."
”» (-1

|
|
|
|

Yon need not pretend to |

ed no contradiction. Noddy knew that
and what is more, that her step-mother
knew it too, Tho mistake of women's dis
putes in their prediloction for hanging =
quarrel on any peg but the right one,  Had
Mys, Muciller confined horself to Haying
ghe hated Noddy, and always had done se,
ghe would have been completely justified,
and would have succeeded in making her
vietim ory.

The 7.15 train set Noddy down at a lis
tle conutry station, in the middle of th
New Forest, amid a wilderness of tree-
beauty, with no othier habitation in sight
for miles than the station-master’s honse
and the long red roofs of Lyndhurst Union
peering out from  the distant green. The
alr was scented with flowers, and musienl
with bird#oices, and the golden evening.
haze lay onall the sombre trees, and burn
ed them into a red misty glory. A few
minutes, and a shagey pony became visible
drawing a small phaeton out of the forest
shade, The man droveup, and asked for
Miss Cray.

“ No luggage, mum, I think? No. Per-
haps yon won't mind sittin® by me, ‘The
road 18 roughish, and the frontseat is more
springy.”’

Bo Noddy perched herself beside the
coachman, and the shaggy pony began «
shuftling sort of running trot, and the “car-
ringe” began to glide and bump over the
grassy forest-path,

“How far is Pinewood 9 Noddy inquir.
od,

“A matter of five mile, mum,—miss, |
should say,—*but the road is & ram un.”

So it seemed. Over humps and bumps
m the lawny way, and the forest-path twiss-
ing and winding about nmong the majestic
krecs § the wheels singing pleasantly on the
grass, grating a stone here and there, or
going over a bough yonder, but the pony
shuffled along over everything with a hap-
py see-saw swaying of his head,

* Are they at home !

Y es'm,—leastways, miss."”

“ Who did you say your master was?"
Noddy wanted to know something of the
folks she was going to. i

“I didn't say he was no one, did I? He
thought this too sharp, however ; for his
added, “Ho's the govenor,—that's what he
is."

“And the child ? asked Noddy, a lit-
tle rebufled. A girl, T suppose 2"

The coachman looked at her severoly.
*No," he said, doggedly ; it ain't o girl.

Coume np Peg, can't you ! the last re-
mark being addressed in a surly tone to
the pony,

It was gelting dusk when Noddy ar-
rived. She was shown into a spacions room
comfortably furnished, hat plenty of room
to walle about,

The windows looked out on tlie billowy
forest, now fading into purple gloom, all
save the nenrer trees, which stood in a
silliouette of bLlnck lackwork against the
twilight sky. Presently, an ol lady in
black silk entered the room, Not the lady
of the honse, Noddy judged, —more like «
motherly housekeeper thau that ;: but there
was a comfortable smile on hier face as she
said, **Miss Cray, I Lelieve,—in answer to
the letter? Will you follow me, my dear "’

Noddy followed her out of the room,
and ulong a cool white hall, to o door. The
old Indy knocked,  ** My master is within .
please Lo enter,”

Master ! thonght Noddy, and trembled at
the prospect of the approachiag brdenl ; but
the housekeepor hud openoed the door, and
Noddy had to go in. The room was larger
than the other; it was slso darker
iuasmuch ns the blinds were hall-wiy down

| anil no lights to enliven the gloom.  Nuddy

could only distingnish dimly the figuie of &
man, in o great chintz-covered easy-chair
ab the far end of the room. She judged
him to be elderly by his reclining ax if with
gouty his logs making twogrent bolster like
parcels in lgom. of him, The hair
steayed out beneath his velvet skull-gag
appesied white, snd he addiessed her i
a slow volee of somo firmness.  * Bo soated
Miss Cray, if you please.”
Nora took a seat,
CONTINUED ON AHCOND PAGR,




